Weekly Words
The Bright and Fearless Life
(2 Corinthians 5: 7-9) We live by faith, not by sight. We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord.
*Outwardly we are wasting away: Everyone wants to live a bright and fearless life. Unfortunately our body will grow old day by day. When people want to pursue the bright and fearless life, often they will be deceived by what has been packaged. Paul tells us: even though outwardly we are wasting away, but our hearts needs to be renewed day by day. When your heart is renewed day by day, then you can achieve the eternal glory, and naturally you will have no fear.
* Achieving the eternal glory: God’s word is the most effective and most comforting to people’s heart. The comfort does not come from the experience of people. In the leprosarium, there are great differences between people who believe in the Lord and people who don’t believe in the Lord. These people who are suffering from the same disease are similar in regards that their bodies are suffering physically. Due to the inner peace of the people who believes in the Lord, they appear as though they are the volunteers who help others. In contrast, the unbelievers, in addition to their physical sufferings, their hearts also languish. 
(1) Promises made by God:

Life given by God is the real life of the redeemed. Paul sees suffering as light and momentary troubles (2 Corinthians 4:17), because the Holy Spirit became his eternal guarantee. When people’s hearts are exalted and become boastful, they will view highly the positions in religion and view God as unimportant. Although the United States was founded on the belief in Christ, the country no longer follows the word of God. It instead uses the ideas of man and removed the Bible from the school campuses in the country. The US became disorderly.  Although the American President is sworn in by taking oath on the Bible, in reality it is just a symbolic gesture. 
(2) Nurture our guarantee deposit: God who made us has given us the Spirit as deposit (2 Corinthians 5:5):

(A) God has given us the Holy Spirit to nurture us and as a deposit of guarantee. The guarantee deposit of the Holy Spirit is that we will be fully prepared before the sufferings come. The work of the Holy Spirit allows people’s lives and stature to grow so that people will have the ability to endure the sufferings in front of them. A dying Christian with his illness still drags his body to come to church to hear the gospels and reads the Bible and prays in his hospital bed. When his eyes fail, he uses his ears to hear. This is an example of a Christian who faces death but has no fear. 

(B) Many people have the false perception of being filled with the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit lives within us. The main point is that within us we need to have a channel for the Holy Spirit to dwell. (2 Corinthians 5:9). That is to make it our goal to please the Lord. 
(3) Make it our goal to please the Lord:

True intimacy and relationship with God is what pleases God. When we spend the time daily to read the Bible and pray, the channel will be established. Let the Word of God dwell in us inside and be rooted and grounded in the building up of our lives. It is pleasing to the Lord. If you never make it your goal, how can you overcome your old life to not complain and to forgive？No one is strong every day; therefore, we need to support each other in weakness. When sharing in one on one, use the word of comfort from the Lord to you to help others. Maybe that one word may comfort the one in weakness. Let us make it our goal to please the Lord. Whether in lowliness or sufferin, we still have joy in our hearts. Since we find the right direction, we will have a real and bright life. 
* Let the daily Bible reading draw you close to God. Share one-to-one weekly and complete the Sunday class per season. Bring someone to the Lord every year. Let these become the direction that propels our life!   
