Scriptures: Romans 10:10-11
Main Reflection:  Faith that will not be put to shame

Purpose: 
· The resource of long lasting value: after the conscience of man is contaminated, it is hard for his heart to simply believe and accept God’s salvation. For man it is with the heart he believes and is justified and it is with his mouth that he confesses and is saved. It is a very simple faith. Man does not think so and so makes it complicated. Hence the salvation of God only brushed him by.

· Meaningless sacrifice: our faith must be in the right path. It is not to walk in one’s own chosen path, which is not able to help you change your life. Many work hard but in the wrong area. At the end it is only meaningless.
1. Based on keeping the law: 

a. The sins of the people of Canaan had reached full measure. When the people of God were about to enter the land, God gave them law so that they could keep the law of God so as to keep separated from wickedness. Yet, the focus of keeping the law was to make men turn to God and not to restrict their exterior behavior.  If men only keep the law but do not fear God, it is useless. Therefore, we do not just keep the law before God. God said the Israelites honor Him with their lips but their hearts were far from Him. It means that they kept the regulations but their hearts were not with Him.

b. Every communion on Sunday is important but the attitude is even more important. If people come to meet in haste and their hearts are not ready, then it is merely a formality. We should not view keeping the law as the goal but rather to keep Christ as the goal. The true meaning of Sabbath day is God’s intention for man to rest and have peace. The Jews merely kept the law of their tradition but did not walk in God’s truth.

2. Success and blessing as goal:

a. When we share with others about the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, we may use miracles to let other believe when they do not believe. It is as if we are using the success and blessing that men desire to promote Jesus. We should not use the added benefits to attract others to believe in Jesus and in the process are using the advertising gimmicks.

b. When they had daily manna that came from heaven, the Israelites grew accustomed. The miracles did not change the lives of the Israelites. On the contrary, they desired even more meat come from heaven. They desired only miracles. But when they had a lot miracles, they viewed them as ordinary and did not know thanksigiving. Miracles will not make your faith grow as Paul said. Do not seek miracles but the true God. “These signs will follow those who believe…” When we strive to seek God, the miracles will be there naturally.  When people experience God, their faith will grow. At that point, the lack of miracle will not influence our trust in God.

3. The word is the mouth and the heart:

a. When a person does not give glory to God or have a heart of thanksgiving, the result is three types of attitudes: not separating truth from falsehood; exchanging what is natural for the unnatural (sexual disorientation); treating error as a habit. With regards to give thanks to God, we respond by forgiving others and society in life and not by constant rebuke and complaints. The Thanksgiving Day has become a shopping holiday. Men focus on the economic growth  and there is no longer any true thanksgiving in their hearts. Recently a few ridiculous laws were passed in California because they did not give glory to God and had no heart of thanksgiving.

b. The words of God help us to build correct value system. When our spirits are strong because of the word of God, we will be able to stand even if the world continues to transform. We need to daily read the Bible and speak to God and ask the Lord to use His words to enlighten us so that our lives will be changed and purified by the word of the Lord.
