About being led by the Holy Spirit:  Sometimes we can understand the truth but the power of our life cannot keep up with it and so we cannot do the word of God in our life. Many people like to be led by the Holy Spirit but don’t like to listen to the words of God. People step into a faith based on man if they only listen to the Word but do not of do the word or read the Scripture. 

Even the elect may be deceived: Currently Christians could be confused in their thinking by many social problems and strange phenomenon. We could be confused and become religious followers if we are not purified by the word of God. In comparison, we can grow spiritually and are able to tell right from wrong if we have the purification by the words of God. 
1) Truth and self-deceit
a)  When the Holy Spirit comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment. The spirit of religion comes to cover the mistakes. For instance, people do good deeds in order to redeem the sins of the deceased. This is to cover the sins. The Holy Spirit comes to urge us to confess and ask for forgiveness from God. These two types of faith produce different ends. 

b) The spirit of religion is self-deceiving and uses one’s own understanding to manage. The spirit of religion is easier to accept and is similar to our old self.  The Holy Spirit searches our heart and brings us to face our own darkness. So it is common and easy for people to walk toward the spirit of religion while it is difficult to be led by the Holy Spirit. 

2) Obedience and meditation 

The Holy Spirit will come to guide you if you are willing to obey. Obedience means when you cannot make it, you seek the power from God and are led by the Holy Spirit. Other religions tell people to empty themselves. Obedience means we give up our own thoughts to obey the will of the Lord. Meditation encourages people to follow our sinful desires. 

3) Glorifying God or glorifying people

The spirit of religion glorifies one another or glorifies ourselves. The Holy Spirit is to glorify the Father in every matter. Though we shall respect the faith of others, Christian can follow the teachings from the Christ and influence others with our good life by the power of God. Jesus taught us: we shall love one another and live at peace with one another to show people that we are the disciples of Christ. Good behavior and good life is the best sermon and is so much better than much preaching without fragrance of Jesus in life. 

We should return to the Lord and read the Scriptures and pray daily so that our heart will not be influenced since the society is like a big dying pot. We need to warn ourselves not to treat prayers  and Bible reading as homework. The Lord will make you into a vessel and expand  your life when you start to take notes in sermon and share with others and start to give. 

