· The willingness of Jefferson: President Jefferson was willing to lay down his status as the president and used his horse to bring people across the river during a visit to a disaster area
· The willingness of Joshua: Despite the stubbornness and rebelliousness of the Israelites and their constant complaints, God told Joshua to be strong and courageous. Joshua was willing to succeed Moses to lead the Israelites. The Israelites forgot the suffering they had as slaves in Egypt and constantly complained to God. They also forgot all the miracles and grace God showed them. The work of succession and leading the Israelites is very difficult. However, Joshua didn’t shrink from his weaknesses but displayed a willing heart.
· The willingness of Mary: 
a) Mary glorified God and rejoiced in God her Savior. Though her obedience seemed easy but in reality it was extremely difficult because having a child out of wedlock at the time would bring immense pressure such as having no place to give birth and the pursuit of King Herod to kill the child, and her fiance Joseph’s thoughts, etc. Nevertheless, she said, “May your word to me be fulfilled” (Luke 1:38). Mary walked in faith. She knew the difficulties ahead but was willing to complete the calling God had in her life.
b) A woman author who had spoken at Harvard said, “It is so good to fail.” What we should be afraid of is not failure but our weaknesses and running away when we face something difficult even before the problem comes.  As a Christian, we must depend on God for our victory, and not retreat.
· The willingness of Joseph: 
a) Joseph was a righteous man. When he found out Mary was pregnant, he wanted to divorce her secretly. However, when the angel was revealed to Joseph, he immediately obeyed. Many people obey only after much suffering and discipline. Mary and Joseph did not go through suffering and discipline but immediately put aside their own desires and obeyed God to allow God’s will be done. This also shows that we do not need to go through discipline and suffering before we can obey. We can choose to obey from the very beginning. This is the characteristic of Christian faith: immediate obedience.
b) The parking rules at the church are to allow people to live at peace and in harmony. We must learn to be obedient. Obedience through hardship isn’t the best form of obedience. After he heard God’s word Joseph immediately obeyed and married Mary and continued to obey thereafter. 
· The ending of an obedient heart: 
The obedience of Joseph is an obedience that endures. As a result, God opened the doors for them and solved their problems by providing them with gold, incense, and myrrh so that their financial needs would be met. Likewise, when we are willing to obey God’s will and immediately act on it, God will open the door for you. Mary left an exemplary prayer by letting us know that all men should obey God and that her joy was in her obedience to God and not in becoming a saint for people to worship. Our prayers should be directed toward Jesus only and not Paul, Mary, or Peter. 
