(Matthew 1:21-23) She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: ”The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”-which means, “God with us.”

*Know and yet not able to do; understand and yet not able to accomplish.
(A) God has a plan for everyone but He also gives man freedom. You can choose to depart from God’s plan or to follow His steps and obey God. We often treat God’s knowledge as our knowledge. God let men learn through many things. Sadly we understand and yet are not able to do. For example, you can choose to go to bed early or late and get up early or late. But to go to bed late can be detrimental to health. There are many things in this world we know and are not able to do. This is man’s weakness.

(B) The electronic products producing large amount of electromagnetic radiation when they receive signals; the contamination of the deep seas; the darkening of skies during daytime in large cities due to pollution, poor countries struggles to feed their people, etc. Technologies bring a lot of conveniences but also harms to our bodies.

(1)  Know clearly the road of suffering of the cross (Matthew 20:17-19)

Jesus Christ suffered in the way of the cross not because of personal gain but because of taking up the sins and sufferings of the world. Jesus Christ was the Word that became flesh and became a man. He also had weakness but He was willing to walk this path for men to change the curse of the cross into victory and glory.

(2)  Men do not know what they are asking (Matthew 20:20-21):

(A) The religion created by men: receive whatever they seek. This is man’s religion in which God accomplishes what man desires. But men often do not know the consequences of what they ask for. True God let men walk in His good plan according to His plan and give men what they need the most at the most appropriate time as long as you are willing to walk in His plan.

(B) The disciples who followed Jesus Christ for three and one half years asked Him to sit on left and right in His kingdom. They did not know what they were asking. They lost the focus of what they were asking. If they who followed Jesus for three and one half years lost focus, how about us? God does not have to give miracles when men want miracles. God gives the best at the most appropriate time to men according to His will. When Jesus changed the water to wine, He did not do according to the request of His mother Mary but according ot His own time. In religion, men misunderstand and worship Saint Mary, Saint Paul, Saint Peter, etc.

(3)  The Lord became an example to all:

(A) Christians need to make the life of others better. God makes people rich so as to serve the poor. For example, Dr. Hsieh sacrificed his life in the countryside of Taiwan to provide medical services and to preach. He lost his life in accident while on his way to treat the sick. His wife later found out that his health was deteriorating after reading his diary in which he wrote he did not want to die in bed but in the work God had given him.

(B) When God gives us blessings and wonderful lives, we need to use the gospel and grace to help the lesser ones and the needy. If it wasn’t for the life of the Lord Jesus Christ in us, how else would we have such abundance to give others? So we need to give all the glory to our Lord Jesus Christ because God first loved us and gave us so that we can love others and give to others.
