(Matthew 1:21-23) She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: ”The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel”-which means, “God with us.”

*The Messiah promised by God: This is the promise God gave to Abraham; the genealogy of the savior Jesus Christ. It was prophesized by the prophet Isaiah that the virgin Mary will give birth to Him. He is God who will save and free his people from sin, and He is Immanuel, “God with us.” It is a sin when you leave your given position. How can we know if the Messiah is coming? The coming of the Messiah is to change us and to change the world.
*The comparison of other kings: in many countries the rulers hurt their people because they were seeking their own interests and led to civil wars and conflicts. This is what was said in the Bible that nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. When the rulers run their campaigns, their slogans are for the interests of their country and people but in reality they hurt their people and country.

(1) First to have grace and truth

(A) The life of a Christian is a progressive growth. The word of God constantly changes people’s lives and makes them to have more and more the nature of God. This is the true meaning of God being with us. The presence of God is not based from feelings since man’s feeling changes constantly. Maybe you are raised in an unpleasant family of your birth but God will create in you a brand new life as long as we are willing to trust and believe in Him. Immanuel tells us that God wants to save people from sin. Many people hope to have Immanuel in hardship and yet do not know that Immanuel is already present.

(B) When you do good deeds, do you want the affirmation of you from others or do you really want to help other people? You need to examine if you have the correct attitude to help others. The good you do should come from the love within you; therefore, there is nothing to boast about.

(2) The answer to the way out of the world:

(A) Since man departed from God, curses came upon the world. Why did curses come upon the world? It is because man had lost the wisdom given by God to manage the earth. Often man is based on his self-interest instead of the moral point of view. This tells us that there is no way out for man if we rely on our own wisdom. The God of Immanuel is not to be placed in our self-interest but rather that our actions and behavior need to realign with God.

(B) Time is ever changing but things have not changed much. The news of today will become old news tomorrow. Only the matters in the Bible from the present to the future are continually advancing. Do not judge others; but we need to use the word of God to make the right decisions. This is why God gave man the ability to reason. 

(3) The real fulfillment in life:

The world changes constantly but the materialism of the world cannot truly satisfy people. This is the reason that the rich people are poor. The real satisfaction in life is the presence of God with man and not feelings. It is to receive by faith the willing presence of God with man.

*If you just listen to the message and do not read the Bible, you will lose your direction. How do you let faith be activated? It’s to both read the Bible and to listen to the message. One cannot be without the other. Therefore, your faith will be complete. If you don’t read the Bible often, your values will be easily influenced by the world. To devote 30-60 minutes a day to reading the Bible is fundamental. But this world can often make a Christian to not even devote the 30-60 minutes a day in reading the Bible. Just think about how much you devote your time in reading the newspaper, surfing the internet, and watching TV, which are more than that and you are reluctant to devote the time to read the Bible and pray. We all need to turn back and return to God!!!
